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From Page 1 3 percent African-American Market, 9 a.n
population. Piedmont has two | From Page2 Free Yoga, 9:
police procedure. black officers, one Hispanic of- SAU”daXE Fre
In July Hunt, City Admin- ficer, one Asian reserve officer, { W East Bay Moms — Meets Friday é‘ds' - l?’na'l
istrator Geoff Grote, Wade’s two Hispanic and two black | mornings. Planned activities for lreelc?]o f' e
mother, Cheryl Wade, and dispatchers, plus two black Slarents ";”tg. the'rr:.':(fa”ts a”‘fltOd' :accah (r:ngr{tr:r“
her friend Joyce Hicks met to ~part-time parking officers on | &%5 7€ e ;o‘me‘so;;trgu?r and tours wit
review the transcripts of the its 26-member police for_ce. indoor olay Seisions retrgats ‘ educator, 11 z
police call. Shortly thereaf-  Residents are vigilant | faiy day, Music Together classes ond Sunday ¢
ter, Councilwoman Margaret about strangers in their | andmore. 510-653-7867, www. London Plazz
Fujioka asked that a discus- neighborhood, but often the | eastbaymoms.com. St. www.jackl
sion of the incident be put on calls are unfounded and de- | g gqycation Not Incarceration B Lakeview Te
a council agenda. Hunt met termined to be a handyman, | — Oakland chapter workstoem- ~ 7-8a.m.Thur
again with members of the domestic worker, salesper- | power youthand stop them from  Public speaki
Appreciating Diversity Com- son or gardener. Burglars | being pushed from school into Pavilion, Cafe
mittee to discuss keeping and muggers do hit Piedmont | prison. Volunteers needed. People g?ggwéSumprt
lines of communication open. periodically, and police get a | of color, women, migrants, LGBTQ - 2.2 FaEi
The City Council has lot of calls from concerned | and working-class candidatesen- = y
charged Hunt with looking residents. couraged to apply. 510-868-1870,  1ew2767hom
into specialized diversity =~ Numerous speakers Mon- www.ednotinc.org. W Mandana Ct
B Feldenkrais Classes — 10-11a.m.  ery Center —1

training for his officers, pro-
dueing community bulletins
outlining police procedures
and analyzing current police
policy and procedure. Hunt
said he has received no for-
mal complaints about police
harassment in the two years
he has served as acting chief.
The council members will
gather more information and
look at police policy and will
discuss their findings at a
council meeting by the end of
the year.

Speakers were emotional
at Monday night’s meeting.

“Why did you call this a
suspicious-person incident?
Responding to silly calls from
racial bigots,” Cheryl Wade
told the council. “Being de-
tained for five minutes is an
eternity, being approached as
if you are guilty of something.
They were afraid to see three
officers come up to them.”

Kobi Eshun, a four-year
Piedmont resident and man
of color, said he experienced
two encounters with police.
Three units showed up to
question Eshun in Febru-
ary 2008 when he was at a
playground with his family
in Piedmont. In April 2009
he was questioned at his own
home after he was walking
around his property wearing
a hoodie.

“The police demanded
to my wife what I was doing
there. It made me wonder
why in hell I moved here,” Es-
hun said, adding it saddened
him that the boys had a simi-

day night called for better
communication and review
of policies. The newly-formed
Pubiic Safety Committee will
address issues at its upcom-
ing meetings.

“This is a sensitive issue,”
Joyce Hicks said. “It reso-
nates with me.”

“This experience made me
ashamed to be a Piedmonter,”
Kate Mitchell said. “My light-
skinned, freckled-faced boy
has never been stopped.”

Hunt said he could not pro-
vide statistics on how many
white juveniles were ques-
tioned this year compared to
juveniles of color. To do so, he
would have to manually read
each incident report contain-
ing the subject’s description
to determine the ethnicity of
the juvenile.

Lois Corrin, who orga-
nizes the annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. commemora-
tion in Piedmont, said she
was heartened by the diverse
turnout at Monday’s meeting
and hoped for a positive out-
come.

Millennium teacher Rich-
ard Meyers has a racially-
mixed family.

“School is clearly an un-
welcoming experience for
some (minorities) who just
leave. It just happens to them
as outsiders,” he said.

The public is invited to at-
tend the next Public Safety
Committee meeting at 5 p.m.
Oct. 27 in the police depart-
ment conference room.

Fridays. Feldenkrais lessons can
help one reduce pain, find move-
ment possibilities and increase
comfort. All ages/physical abilities
welcome. Downtown Oakland
Senior Center, 200 Grand Ave.,
second floor hall. Free. Details:
510-238-3284.

M Friends of Beaconsfield Canyon

— Canyon restoration, 9 a.m.-noon
Saturday; last Saturdays monthly.
Help reduce fire hazard and restore
area by removing invasive plants
and trash, planting native seedlings,
extending trails. No experience
necessary. Bring work gloves, water
bottle and garden tools if you have
them; wear sturdy shoes and long
pants. Meet at end of Beaconsfield
Place in Piedmoent Pines. Richard,
510-531-1237; richard@rkcommu-
nications.com.

B Friends of the Montclair RR Trail
- Trail Maintenance, help reduce
fire hazard, 9-11 a.m. every third
Saturday of the month, all ages
welcome, wear long pants and
sleeves, bring water and tools if
you have them, meet on the trail
at the benches by the Snake Road
bridge, for group work days call
Carolyn, 510-406-7186, mont-
clairRRTrail@gmail.com.

B Friendship Circle — Meets 11:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Wednesdays. A
nondenominational group for
older adults. Group offers day
trips, holiday celebrations, enter-
tainment and speakers. Oakland
Senior Center, 200 Grand Ave.
510-530-1725.

H Harmony Center — Sunday Spir-
itual Celebration, 11 a.m.-noon,
Sundays. Friendly and open-
minded spiritual community that
supports you on your spiritual and
life path. Free. Oakland Veterans’
Hall, 200 Grand Ave., Qakland.
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